
 	  
	  

 

 

Along with the precipitation, the runoff carries debris, silt and chemicals. 
The city storm sewer design includes settling basins before the water goes 
to bodies of water. These basins allow for settling time, which removes 
many of the solids in the flow. What is not removed is what has mixed with 
the water to become a solution. This includes chemicals such as 
phosphorus and nitrogen. These end up in the lakes and produce 
nuisance algae blooms.  

When it rains, it pours…into the Lake Crystal storm sewer system. 
The Lake Crystal area receives about 70 inches of precipitation each 
year. According to weatherdb.com, about 32 inches of this comes in 
form of rain and the rest (38”) arrives as snow.  

How You Can Help 
 

• Adopt a drain – Those who participate in this program agree to keep 
their “adopted” drain free of debris, which keeps It out of the storm 
sewer and later, the lake.  Learn more at crystalwatersproject.org. 

• Use rain barrels to catch water falling from your roof. This will reduce 
the volume and speed of the water that reaches the ground. Collected 
rainwater is very clean and is an excellent way to water lawns and 
gardens.  

• Plant a rain garden -- A rain garden is a planted depression that allows rainwater runoff from 
impervious areas such as roofs, driveways, walkways, parking lots, and compacted lawn areas, 
the opportunity to be  absorbed. Learn more at the University of MN Extension website. You can 
also watch a “how to” video at this address: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h88RB0J_EqQ	  	  
 

• Reduce the amount of chemicals used on your lawn. In 2002, 
Minnesota became a phosphorus free state, which means that this 
chemical cannot be used as lawn fertilizer. Learn about responsible 
fertilizing at the U of M Extension website.  
	  

• Participate -- In the spring of 2017, an extensive restoration will be conducted at Robinson Park’s 
lakeshore.  Native plants, along with erosion-reducing mats, will be added. This will reduce the 
amount of runoff that goes into the lake and will provide habitat for local species. Volunteers are 
needed both for the installation and maintenance of this project. If you’d like to be a part of the 
project, contact the Crystal Waters Project at crystalwatersproject@gmail.com. 
	  

• Use less deicer – The salt that you use on your sidewalks and driveways 
ends up in our lakes.  
	  

• In autumn, rake your fallen leaves to the curb, but keep them out of the street. A 2016 study done 
in Madison, WI found that leaves are responsible for a large amount of the phosphorus in lakes. One 
pound of phosphorus leads to 500 pounds of algae in the summer. 
	  

75
5.9

© Bolton & Menk, Inc - Web GIS

0

Legend

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a 
survey and is not intended to be used as one. This 
drawing is a compilation of records, information, and data 
located in various city, county, and state offices, and other 
sources affecting the area shown, and is to be used for 
reference purposes only. The City of Lake Crystal is not 
responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. 
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LC's	  Storm	  Sewer	  System	  	  

This precipitation runs into the storm catch basins (drains).  From there 
it moves underground through storm sewers, which empty into the 
city’s lakes.  
	  


